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automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology.

Issued on: August 5, 2004. 
Kenneth N. Weinstein, 
Associate Administrator for Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 04–18356 Filed 8–10–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA–2004–18714; Notice 1] 

Volkswagen of America, Inc., Receipt 
of Petition for Decision of 
Inconsequential Noncompliance 

Volkswagen of America, Inc. 
(Volkswagen) has determined that label 
information on certain vehicles that it 
produced in 2003 and 2004 does not 
comply with S5.3 of 49 CFR 571.120, 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 
(FMVSS) No. 120, ‘‘Tire selection and 
rims for motor vehicles other than 
passenger cars.’’ Volkswagen has filed 
an appropriate report pursuant to 49 
CFR Part 573, ‘‘Defect and 
Noncompliance Reports.’’ 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and 
30120(h), Volkswagen has petitioned for 
an exemption from the notification and 
remedy requirements of 49 U.S.C. 
Chapter 301 on the basis that this 
noncompliance is inconsequential to 
motor vehicle safety. 

This notice of receipt of Volkswagen’s 
petition is published under 49 U.S.C. 
30118 and 30120 and does not represent 
any agency decision or other exercise of 
judgment concerning the merits of the 
petition. 

A total of approximately 23,017 
Volkswagen Touareg MPV vehicles 
produced between November 3, 2003 
and July 2, 2004 are affected. S5.3 of 
FMVSS No. 120, ‘‘Label information,’’ 
requires that the certification label or a 
separate tire information label shall 
show certain information about the tires 
and rims, as specified in S5.3.1 and 
S5.3.2. S5.3.1, ‘‘Tires,’’ refers to ‘‘The 
size designation * * * and the 
recommended cold inflation pressure 
for those tires. * * *’’ S5.3.2, ‘‘Rims,’’ 
refers to ‘‘The size designation * * * of 
Rims * * * appropriate for those tires.’’ 
Volkswagen chose to use a separate 
label on the affected vehicles that does 
not contain the rim size markings 
required by S5.3.2. 

Volkswagen believes that the 
noncompliance is inconsequential to 
motor vehicle safety and that no 
corrective action is warranted. 
Volkswagen states the following:

Volkswagen believes that the lack of rim 
size information on any of the labels does not 
create a risk to motor vehicle safety because 
any replacement tires of equivalent size to 
the factory installed tires or to any factory 
option tire would be compatible with the 
factory installed wheel rims. If an owner 
purchases wheel rims to replace those 
installed by Volkswagen, the selling dealer 
would be responsible for advising the owner 
on the compatible tire and wheel rim 
combination.

Volkswagen states that no customer 
complaints have been received 
regarding the lack of wheel rim size 
information on the tire pressure 
information label. Volkswagen has fixed 
the problem. 

Interested persons are invited to 
submit written data, views, and 
arguments on the petition described 
above. Comments must refer to the 
docket and notice number cited at the 
beginning of this notice and be 
submitted by any of the following 
methods. Mail: Docket Management 
Facility, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Nassif Building, Room 
PL–401, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC, 20590–0001. Hand 
Delivery: Room PL–401 on the plaza 
level of the Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC. It 
is requested, but not required, that two 
copies of the comments be provided. 
The Docket Section is open on 
weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. except 
Federal Holidays. Comments may be 
submitted electronically by logging onto 
the Docket Management System Web 
site at http://dms.dot.gov. Click on 
‘‘Help’’ to obtain instructions for filing 
the document electronically. Comments 
may be faxed to 1–202–493–2251, or 
may be submitted to the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal: go to http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online 
instructions for submitting comments. 

The petition, supporting materials, 
and all comments received before the 
close of business on the closing date 
indicated below will be filed and will be 
considered. All comments and 
supporting materials received after the 
closing date will also be filed and will 
be considered to the extent possible. 
When the petition is granted or denied, 
notice of the decision will be published 
in the Federal Register pursuant to the 
authority indicated below. 

Comment closing date: September 10, 
2004.

Authority: (49 U.S.C. 30118, 30120: 
delegations of authority at CFR 1.50 and 
501.8)

Issued on: August 5, 2004. 
Kenneth N. Weinstein, 
Associate Administrator for Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 04–18298 Filed 8–10–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA–2004–18848] 

Electronic Submission of Conformity 
Information Regarding Certain 
Imported Nonconforming Motor 
Vehicles

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed action.

SUMMARY: This document announces 
that NHTSA is considering a proposal to 
permit registered importers (RIs) to 
submit to the agency, in an electronic 
format, certain information regarding 
imported vehicles that are certified by 
their manufacturer as complying with 
Canadian motor vehicle safety standards 
(CMVSS), but not with all applicable 
Federal motor vehicle safety standards 
(FMVSS). Currently, RIs submit this 
information to the agency in a hard copy 
format. The proposal should result in a 
savings, for both the agency and the RI 
community, of the costs that are 
currently associated with the 
assemblage, mailing, and storage of 
these records in hard copy form.
DATES: The closing date for comments 
on the petition is September 10, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to 
the docket number and notice number, 
and be submitted to: Docket 
Management, Room PL–401, 400 
Seventh St., SW., Washington, DC 
20590. (Docket hours are from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.) Anyone is able to search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (volume 65, 
number 70; pages 19477–78), or you 
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Coleman Sachs, Office of Vehicle Safety 
Compliance, NHTSA (202–366–3151).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: One of 
NHTSA’s responsibilities is to monitor 
the importation into the United States of 
motor vehicles that were not originally 
manufactured to comply with all 
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applicable Federal motor vehicle safety 
and bumper standards. Such vehicles 
cannot be permanently imported into 
the United States unless (1) they are 
determined eligible for importation by 
NHTSA, based on their capability of 
being modified to conform to all 
applicable FMVSS and bumper 
standards and (2) they are imported by 
an importer specially registered with the 
agency (a ‘‘registered importer’’ or ‘‘RI’’), 
or by a person who has a contract with 
an RI to bring the vehicle into 
compliance with all applicable FMVSS 
and bumper standards. See 49 U.S.C. 
§§ 30112(a) and 30141. At the time that 
a nonconforming vehicle is imported, 
the importer furnishes to Customs a 
bond, in an amount equivalent to 150 
percent of the dutiable value of the 
vehicle, to ensure that the vehicle is 
brought into compliance with all 
applicable FMVSS and bumper 
standards within 120 days of entry, or 
is exported from, or abandoned to, the 
United States. To obtain release of the 
bond, the importer must submit to 
NHTSA a statement certifying that the 
vehicle has been brought into 
conformity with all applicable 
standards, supported by documentary 
and photographic evidence of the 
vehicle’s conformity, and evidence that 
there are no unremedied safety-related 
defects or noncompliances with 
FMVSS. We refer to this statement and 
its supporting material as a ‘‘conformity 
package.’’ We currently require these 
conformity packages to be submitted to 
us in hard copy format. A separate 
conformity package is submitted to the 
agency for each nonconforming vehicle 
imported under the RI program. If the 
conformity package is adequate, NHTSA 
notifies the RI that the DOT 
Conformance bond is released, which 
authorizes the RI to release the vehicle 
so that it can be licensed or registered 
for use on public roads. 

In calendar years 2002 and 2003, 
more than 309,000 vehicles were 
imported under this program, 307,000 
(over 99%) of which were imported 
from Canada and were originally 
certified as complying with the CMVSS. 
The remaining non-conforming 
vehicles, commonly referred to as gray-
market vehicles, were imported from 
countries other than Canada. Because 
the CMVSS, with limited exceptions, 
are substantially identical to the 
FMVSS, few modifications ordinarily 
need to be performed to conform a 
Canadian-certified motor vehicle to U.S. 
standards. As a consequence, the 
conformity packages that are submitted 
to NHTSA for Canadian-certified 
vehicles contain relatively little 

information. That is not the case for 
vehicles that were originally 
manufactured for sale in Europe and 
other foreign markets, which generally 
have standards that differ significantly 
from the FMVSS. Owing to those 
differences, the conformity packages for 
those vehicles ordinarily contain 
considerably more documentary and 
photographic evidence on the 
modifications that were necessary to 
conform the vehicles to U.S. standards 
than is the case for Canadian-certified 
motor vehicles. Consequently, we are 
not proposing to allow conformity 
packages for non-Canadian vehicles to 
be submitted electronically at this time. 

Conformity packages are normally 
sent to the agency by parcel delivery 
service, such as Federal Express, United 
Parcel Service, or DHL. Following 
review of the packages by NHTSA, they 
are warehoused for a period of two 
years, at considerable expense to the 
agency. To relieve the paperwork 
burdens and costs the current 
procedures have imposed on both the 
affected RI community and the agency, 
we are considering permitting RIs to 
submit conformity packages to us 
electronically for Canadian-certified 
motor vehicles. 

We are considering the establishment 
of a secure, web-based interface through 
which RIs could transmit electronically 
to NHTSA documentary and 
photographic evidence that the vehicle 
had been brought into conformity with 
the FMVSS, as well as evidence that 
remedies for all safety-related defects 
and noncompliances with safety 
standards that are the subject of 
outstanding safety recall campaigns 
have been performed on the vehicles.

By using a web-based interface, the 
time and effort needed to prepare, send, 
process, and store conformity packages 
should be significantly reduced. We also 
anticipate that NHTSA will be able to 
issue an electronic bond release letter 
promptly following the successful 
submission of the electronic conformity 
package. This should benefit RIs and 
their customers by permitting imported 
Canadian-certified vehicles to be 
released for registration and licensing 
for use on U.S. roads more quickly after 
their importation. However, those RIs 
that wish to continue to submit hard 
copy conformity packages could 
continue to do so. 

Pursuant to 49 CFR 592.6(f), RIs must 
submit ‘‘* * * photographic and 
documentary evidence of conformance 
with each applicable Federal motor 
vehicle safety and bumper standard and 
* * * such information, if any, as the 
Administrator may request.’’ Over the 
years, the agency has advised RIs of the 

information that is required. For an 
electronically submitted conformity 
package, we would accept documents 
created in an electronic format, digital 
photographs (images) from a digital 
camera, and documents converted to 
electronic format by a scanner. The 
following items, at a minimum, must be 
included in each conformity package 
transmitted to the agency for a Canadian 
vehicle: 

(1) A statement from the RI certifying 
that the vehicle complies with all 
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety 
and bumper standards, and specifying 
whether the vehicle was originally 
manufactured to conform, or was 
modified to conform, to each applicable 
standard. 

(2) A statement describing the specific 
conformance modifications made. 

(3) Photographs of the original 
manufacturer’s certification label; the RI 
certification label affixed to vehicle; the 
instrument cluster showing the 
speedometer scale graduated in miles 
per hour (MPH); the steering wheel hub 
and dashboard facing the outboard front 
passenger seat on vehicles equipped 
with an air bags; the automatic seat belts 
on vehicles that are so equipped; and a 
3⁄4 front overall photo showing the 
vehicle’s exterior. 

(4) The DOT conformance bond 
number, the amount, and the name of 
the surety. 

(5) The name of the company issuing 
the mandatory service insurance policy 
covering recall work that may have to be 
performed on the vehicle and the 
effective date of the policy.

(6) Evidence that all safety-related 
defects and noncompliances with safety 
standards that have been determined to 
exist in the vehicle have been remedied. 

Although this policy would not 
amend any NHTSA regulation, we are 
interested in the public’s views on the 
issues addressed in this notice. If you 
are an RI or are affiliated with such an 
entity and elect to respond to this 
notice, your response should describe: 

(1) The extent to which your company 
believes it could easily transition to a 
web-based approach for submitting 
conformity packages electronically to 
NHTSA, and if it does not believe that 
this could be easily achieved, the factors 
that may complicate your company’s 
transition. 

(2) Whether your company currently 
uses electronic equipment of the type 
that would be needed for a web-based 
submission, including personal 
computers, scanners, and digital 
cameras. 

(3) Whether your company currently 
uses the Internet, including e-mail, and 
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whether it has high-speed or dial-up 
Internet access. 

(4) Whether your company is 
currently transmitting vehicle 
importation information in electronic 
format (e.g., to a Customs broker). If so, 
state whether your company is using 
‘‘off the shelf’’ software or software 
specifically designed for this purpose. 

(5) The extent to which you believe 
the electronic submission of conformity 
packages would be beneficial or 
detrimental to your company (e.g., 
increases or decreases in errors and 
anticipated costs). 

Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on this proposal. 
Comments should refer to the docket 
number and be submitted to: Docket 
Management, Room PL–401, 400 
Seventh St., SW., Washington, DC 
20590. (Docket hours are from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.) It is requested but not required 
that 10 copies be submitted. 

All comments received before the 
close of business on the closing date 
indicated above will be considered, and 
will be available for examination in the 
docket at the above address both before 
and after that date. To the extent 

possible, comments filed after the 
closing date will also be considered.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(d)(1)(A) and 
30146(a)(1), (c), and (e); 49 CFR 591.8(d)(2), 
(d)(3), and (d)(5); delegations of authority at 
49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Claude H. Harris, 
Director, Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance.
[FR Doc. 04–18355 Filed 8–10–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

August 2, 2004. 
The Department of Treasury has 

submitted the following public 
information collection requirement(s) to 
OMB for review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Copies of the 
submission(s) may be obtained by 
calling the Treasury Bureau Clearance 
Officer listed. Comments regarding this 
information collection should be 
addressed to the OMB reviewer listed 

and to the Treasury Department 
Clearance Officer, Department of the 
Treasury, Room 11000, 1750 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20220. 

Dates: Written comments should be 
received on or before September 10, 
2004, to be assured of consideration. 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 

OMB Number: 1545–0074. 
Form Number: IRS Form 1040 and 

Schedules A, B, C, C–EZ, D, D–1, E, EIC, 
F, H, J, R, and SE. 

Type of Review: Revision. 
Title: U.S. Individual Income Tax 

Return. 
Description: Form 1040 and schedules 

are used by individuals to report their 
income tax liability. The data is used to 
verify that the items reported on the 
forms are correct, and also for general 
statistical use. 

Respondents: Individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents/
Recordkeepers: 78,863,011. 

Estimated Burden Hours Respondent/
Recordkeeper:

Form/schedule Recordkeeping Learning about the 
law or the form Preparing the form 

Copying, assembling, 
and sending the form 

to the IRS 
Totals 

Form 1040 ................. 2 hr., 46 min. ............. 3 hr., 57 min. ............. 6 hr., 15 min. ............. 34 min. ...................... 13 hr., 32 min. 
Schedule A ................ 3 hr., 4 min. ............... 39 min. ...................... 1 hr., 34 min. ............. 20 min. ...................... 5 hr., 37 min. 
Schedule B ................ 33 min. ...................... 8 min. ........................ 25 min. ...................... 20 min. ...................... 1 hr., 26 min. 
Schedule C ................ 6 hr., 4 min. ............... 1 hr., 51 min. ............. 2 hr., 19 min. ............. 41 min. ...................... 10 hr., 55 min. 
Schedule C–EZ .......... 45 min. ...................... 3 min. ........................ 35 min. ...................... 20 min. ...................... 1 hr., 43 min. 
Schedule D ................ 55 min. ...................... 2 hr., 30 min. ............. 2 hr., 18 min. ............. 27 min. ...................... 6 hr., 10 min. 
Schedule D–1 ............ 13 min. ...................... 1 min. ........................ 11 min. ...................... 34 min. ...................... 59 min. 
Schedule E ................ 3 hr., 0 min. ............... 1 hr., 13 min. ............. 1 hr., 27 min. ............. 34 min. ...................... 6 hr., 14 min. 
Schedule EIC ............. 0 min. ........................ 1 min. ........................ 13 min. ...................... 20 min. ...................... 34 min. 
Schedule F: 

Cash Method .......... 3 hr., 29 min. ............. 36 min. ...................... 1 hr., 27 min. ............. 20 min. ...................... 5 hr., 52 min. 
Accrual Method ...... 3 hr., 36 min. ............. 26 min. ...................... 1 hr., 25 min. ............. 20 min. ...................... 5 hr., 47 min. 

Schedule H ................ 1 hr., 38 min. ............. 30 min. ...................... 53 min. ...................... 34 min. ...................... 3 hr., 35 min. 
Schedule J ................. 19 min. ...................... 30 min. ...................... 53 min. ...................... 34 min. ...................... 3 hr., 35 min. 
Schedule R ................ 19 min. ...................... 13 min. ...................... 2 hr., 20 min. ............. 20 min. ...................... 3 hr., 12 min. 
Schedule SE: 

Short ....................... 13 min. ...................... 14 min. ...................... 13 min. ...................... 13 min. ...................... 53 min. 
Long ....................... 26 min. ...................... 20 min. ...................... 35 min. ...................... 20 min. ...................... 1 hr., 41 min. 

Frequency of response: Annually. 
Estimated Total Reporting/

Recordkeeping Burden: 1,558,904,235 
hours. 

OMB Number: 1545–0085. 
Form Number: IRS Form 1040A and 

Schedules 1, 2, 3, and EIC. 
Type of Review: Revision. 

Title: U.S. Individual Income Tax 
Return. 

Description: This form is used by 
individuals to report their income 
subject to income tax and to compute 
their correct tax liability. The data are 
used to verify that the income reported 

on the form is correct and are also for 
statistics use. 

Respondents: Individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents/
Recordkeepers: 29,493,817. 

Estimated Burden Hours Respondent/
Recordkeeper:

Forms/schedules Recordkeeping Learning about the 
law or the form Preparing the form 

Copying, assembling, 
and sending the form 

toe the IRS 
Totals 

Form 1040A ............... 1 hr., 10 min. ............. 3 hr., 30 min. ............. 5 hr., 2 min. ............... 34 min. ...................... 10 hr., 16 min. 
Schedule 1 ................. 19 min. ...................... 4 min. ........................ 13 min. ...................... 20 min. ...................... 56 min. 
Schedule 2 ................. 33 min. ...................... 10 min. ...................... 57 min. ...................... 31 min. ...................... 2 hr., 12 min. 
Schedule 3 ................. 13 min. ...................... 14 min. ...................... 26 min. ...................... 34 min. ...................... 1 hr., 27 min. 
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